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Mixed Movements Overview of key figures and trends
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Note: This map is for illustration purposes only. The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the UN.

Sources: SENAFRONT: Panama, UNHCR, 2024.
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Encounters recorded at
the Southwest border of
the United States of
America between January
and September 2024

By the third quarter of 2024, 263,000 people
entered Panama through the Darien Province,
marking a 36% decrease compared to the
same period in 2023. This decrease can be
attributed to stricter migration policies and
increased deportations. Newly introduced
restrictions in the traditional routes have
prompted individuals to delay journeys or
use alternative routes, such as maritime
smuggling from San Andrés in Colombia to
Costa Rica. In additional a sharp drop in extra-
continental nationals crossing the Darién was
noticed during the reporting period, which is
likely linked to Ecuador’s visa requirements
and Brazil’s stricter airport procedures.

In Costa Rica, individuals traveling from
Panama’s Temporary Migratory Reception
Stations typically reached the South Migration
Station (EMISUR) on the Panama-Costa
Rica border before continuing by bus to the
Nicaraguan border. During the third quarter
of 2024, 52,193 individuals transited through
Costa Rica, marking a decline of 41% from
the previous quarter. Asylum applications
rose to 7,334 this quarter, marking a 10%
increase from the previous quarter. Notably,
most of these applicants were Nicaraguan
nationals (84%), suggesting a growing trend
of Nicaraguans opting to settle in Costa Rica
as their destination of choice.
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Mixed Movements Overview of key figures and trends

By the third quarter of 2024, Honduras recorded 313,000 entries, a slight decrease (8%) if compared
to the same period in 2023. However, the overall reduction on the number of arrivals was more
significant within 2024, with a 44% drop this reporting period compared to the previous one.

Between July and August 2024, 212,800 encounters were reported in Mexico, marking a 36%
increase from the same period in 2023. Venezuelans (31%), Ecuadorians (9%), and Colombians
and Salvadorans (7%) were the most common nationalities. Notably, there were significant shifts
in nationalities compared to 2023: Colombians and Salvadorans, who had minimal presence in
2023, represented a significant share in 2024, while Ecuadorians saw a 40% increase. In contrast,
Guatemalans dropped by 48% and disappeared from the top five nationalities.

Additionally, the third quarter of 2024 saw 17,860 new asylum claims in Mexico, a 53% decrease
compared to the same period last year, likely influenced by changes in documentation and
processing modalities. From the second to the third quarter of 2024, there was a moderate 10%
decrease in total applications, with Hondurans, Cubans, Haitians, and Venezuelans remaining the
top nationalities, all experiencing slight declines. However, compared to the third quarter of 2023,
the drop in applications was much steeper at 53%, signaling a notable slowdown in asylum claims
in Mexico in 2024.

At the U.S. Southwest border, 313,000 encounters were documented by Q3 2024. The primary
nationalities in this period were Mexicans (33%), Venezuelans (13%), Cubans (10%), Guatemalans
(7%), and Hondurans (7%). The third quarter of 2024 saw a notable reduction in overall numbers,
indicating a broader decrease in movements. While Mexicans remain the largest group, the share
of Venezuelans and Cubans has increased compared to the previous year, with Colombians and
Hondurans dropping in rank.

Refugees and migrants involved in mixed movements across the region continue to endure perilous
conditions and serious protection risks, including theft, harassment, extortion, physical assault, and
gender-based violence throughout their journeys. In the third quarter of 2024, 226 individuals were
reported missing across North America, Central America, the Caribbean, and South America, with
the primary causes being drowning or other undetermined factors.

This report analyzes current trends and patterns, highlighting the urgent need for coordinated
efforts to enhance protection and support for those on the move.

Ludina is from Bajo Chiquito, a hard-to-reach indigenous community, one of the first
informal reception points where people arrive after their journey through the Darien jungle
She took part in a leadership training programme developed by UNHCR for
women to become a community delegates. In this role, Ludina daily assesses
the needs of the community and transmits them to UNHCR and other relevant
authorities. Additionally, she provides information to refugees and migrants
arriving every day to her community and refers them to the appropriate services.

“With people arriving, it is not easy. Sometimes the community is full of people, and we
can't provide services for all of them. We usually provide them with a place to sleep. | want
to support in any way | can”.
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Missing migrants in the Americas

+Since IOM began monitoring deaths and disappearances of migrants and people on the move, between 2015 until November 15 2024, 9,858 cases have been recorded
in the region. Actual figures may be a lot higher as not all deaths are recorded (MMP, 2024).
*Drowning is the most common cause of death in the region.

Total of missing people on the move recorded in the Americas Total of missing people on the move recorded in the Americas by
by sex and age group (2020-2024) subregion, sex and age group (Jan-Oct 2024)
Source: Missing Migrants Project, 2024 Source: Missing Migrants Project, 2024

Note: All data used is from the Missing Migrants Project database, accessed on 4/30/2024. All MMP data are updated on an ongoing basis, including in some cases retroactively for previous years as new data are reported


https://missingmigrants.iom.int/downloads
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/downloads
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/downloads
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https://www.migracion.gob.pa/images/img2022/PDF/IRREGULARES_POR_DARIEN_DICIEMBRE_2022.pdf
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/99740
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Mixed Movements Panama
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Of people had food security
issues in last month

57% reported regularly skipping meals,17% went
entire days without eating, and 5% had to restrict
food from adults to feed their children.
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Have insufficient food
consumption

26% consumed one meal only and 6% none the day
before the interview

Main reasons to leave country of origin Main needs now Main protection incidents in the Darien
(More than one option could be selected) (More than one option could be selected) (More than one option could be selected)

Lack of employment/ Generalized Victim of Lack of Lack of access Clothes Food for Medicines. Drinking Hygiene
Low income violence and violence food to medical and shoes the family health care water
insecurity services

Source: Mixed Movements Monitoring UNHCR-WFP-UNICEF, 2024 e



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.unhcr.org%2Fen%2Fworking-group%2F475&data=05%7C02%7Cisalom%40iom.int%7C38a63f626e774e2f799c08dd1afcdaee%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C0%7C0%7C638696395481235273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ERC7QSDod5A0%2B5nzbqdwRRyoovjtAxc6zcMb5qauHzE%3D&reserved=0
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Mixed Movements Costa Rica
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Note: This map is for illustration purposes only. The boundaries and names shown, and the
designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the UN.

Around 16,566 people from the migratory flow across
the Americas entered the country in August 2024, with an
average daily influx of about 534 individuals. Nearly 99 per

*In July 2022, cent of these entries occurred through Paso Canoas, on the

not all data was )

collected due to border with Panama.

road closures in

Panama. Source:

Government of The primary route identified was directly from EMI Sur

Panama, 2023. . q
(southern border) to Los Chiles (northern border), carried out

;D;toazfaor August by bus, lasting less than a day. This month, itis estimated that

not avanémfso about 16,162 people moved through this route, equivalent to

a weekly moving
average was used.

98 per cent of the total flow entering the country.

Source: Migration Reception Station at Los Planes of Guacala, Chiriqui, Panama, 2022-2024.



https://dtm.iom.int/reports/flow-monitoring-people-move-across-americas-locations-high-transit-and-presence-migrants-8?close=true
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/flow-monitoring-people-move-across-americas-locations-high-transit-and-presence-migrants-8?close=true
https://costarica.iom.int/es/tablero-interactivo-de-datos-sobre-personas-migrantes-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-americas-en-costa-rica
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Mixed Movements Costa Rica
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W Other } the last week. } consumption.
3 55% reported regularly skipping meals, 12% went 3 22% consumed one meal only and
i entire days without eating, and 19% had to restrict : 19% none the day before the interview.
| food from adults to feed their children. |
Main reasons to leave country of origin Main needs now Main protection incidents during the route
(More than one option could be selected) (More than one option could be selected) (More than one option could be selected)

Lack of employment/  Fear due to the Victim of violence Lack of access Lack of access Food for Clothes and/ Shelter Internet and Hygiene
low income general situation of to food to medical the family or shoes telephone access
violence/insecurity services/medicines

Source: Mixed Movements Monitoring UNHCR-WFP-UNICEF, 2024 °



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.unhcr.org%2Fen%2Fworking-group%2F475&data=05%7C02%7Cisalom%40iom.int%7C38a63f626e774e2f799c08dd1afcdaee%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C0%7C0%7C638696395481235273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ERC7QSDod5A0%2B5nzbqdwRRyoovjtAxc6zcMb5qauHzE%3D&reserved=0
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Mixed Movements Honduras
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Main reasons to leave country of origin Main needs now Main protection incidents in the route
(More than one option could be selected) (More than one option could be selected) (105 people who suffered protection incidents)

Lack of Lackof  Feardueto Lackofaccess Victim of Food for Clothes  Drinking None Hygiene
employment/ access to violence/  tomedical  violence the family and/or water
low income food insecurity serv&ge_s shoes
or medicines

Source: Mixed Movements Monitoring UNHCR-WFP-UNICEF, 2024 @



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.unhcr.org%2Fen%2Fworking-group%2F475&data=05%7C02%7Cisalom%40iom.int%7C38a63f626e774e2f799c08dd1afcdaee%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C0%7C0%7C638696395481235273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ERC7QSDod5A0%2B5nzbqdwRRyoovjtAxc6zcMb5qauHzE%3D&reserved=0
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Mixed Movements Guatemala
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W Colombia issues during the last week. food consumption.
: E/"esx‘?o : 31% reported regularly skipping meals, 21% 3 38% consumed one meal only and 8%
- Othearva or went entire days without eating, and 8% hadto ! none the day before the interview.

restrict food from adults to feed their children.

Main needs now
(More than one option could be selected)

Main reasons to leave country of origin
(More than one option could be selected)

Lackof  Feardueto  Lackof Lack of Lack of access to
employment/ violence/  accessto  accessto medical services
low income  insecurity food education  or medicines

Food for Hygiene Shelter Drinking  Medicines,
the family v waterg health care

Source: Mixed Movements Monitoring UNHCR-WFP-UNICEF, 2024 @



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.unhcr.org%2Fen%2Fworking-group%2F475&data=05%7C02%7Cisalom%40iom.int%7C38a63f626e774e2f799c08dd1afcdaee%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C0%7C0%7C638696395481235273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ERC7QSDod5A0%2B5nzbqdwRRyoovjtAxc6zcMb5qauHzE%3D&reserved=0
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Mixed Movements Guatemala
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Non Food Items

Source: Interactive data dashboard on migrants in transit through the Americas Source: DTM Flow Monitoring, 2024 Source: Interactive data dashboard on migrants in transit through the Americas


https://rosanjose.iom.int/es/tablero-interactivo-personas-migrantes-en-transito-por-las-americas
https://rosanjose.iom.int/es/tablero-interactivo-personas-migrantes-en-transito-por-las-americas
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/guatemala-flow-monitoring-report-11-1-30-april-2024?close=true
https://rosanjose.iom.int/es/tablero-interactivo-personas-migrantes-en-transito-por-las-americas
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Mixed Movements

Refugees and migrants presented and referred to Mexican Immigration authorities 2023-2024 (Jan-Aug)

23%

Increase of presentations
and referrals of refugees an
migrants from January to
August 2024 in Mexico
compared with the total events of

refugees and migrants with irreqular
situation in the same period in 2023.

125,499

May is the month with the
highest number of irregular

immigrant events.
Refugees and migrants presented and referred to Mexican Immigration Authorities by country of origin and demographic group, January - August 2024
: @ 29% VENEZUELA
Venezuela _ 209% Totals by demographic groups (Jan - Aug 2024): —| 10% ECUADOR
9 %
Ecuador - 10% Presentations Referrals 8% HONDURAS

Honduras [N 8% 7% GUATEMALA

Guatemala [ 7% N : 6% COLOMBIA

Colombia - 6% T 75% T 17% Main countries of origin
El salvador [N 6% (538,502) (35,713) from January to August
Nicaragua [N 5% Men Men 2024.
Haiti -4% :
cuba [ 3% : o = o
overs I 2 N B 25% § 30%
(181,188) (61,238)

Women Women

Source: Unidad de Politica Migratoria, 2024.



http://www.politicamigratoria.gob.mx/es/PoliticaMigratoria/CuadrosBOLETIN?Anual=2022&Secc=3
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Asylum trends in Mexico
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January to September 2024, 19% OTHER
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(2 93%

of asylum-seekers interviewed
by UNHCR in Mexico from
January to September 2024,
have specific protection needs.

=21k

Asylum-seekers registered
by UNHCR in Mexico from
January to September 2024.

Asylum Applications in Mexico 2020-2024 (Jan - May) (all nationalities)

Source: COMAR, 2024

Top 10 Asylum applications in Mexico by country of origin in 2024

Honduras 23,169

Cuba

Haiti

El Salvador

Venezuela (Bolivarian Repulic of)
Guatemala

Other countries

Colombia

Nicaragua

Ecuador
Source: COMAR, 2024

Mexico: Asylum-seekers with protection needs registered by UNHCR in 2024

Specific legal and
physical protection needs

Child at risk

9,101

Single parent

Serious medical condition
Disability
Women at risk

SGBV

Unaccompanied or
separated child

Older person at risk
Family unity

Torture

Source: UNHCR, 2024.


https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/99740
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Mixed Movements Mexico
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Individuals interviewed Reported leaving Reportgd to Reported one of their
between July and September | O/ Women | their country of origin have witness or main needs was food
2024. Mixed Movements | 33 /0 | due to generalized | experienced protection | for their family.
Monitoring (UNHCR/WFP/ | violence and/or incidents in the route. |

UNICEF) because they were

Interviews took place in 18 cities i 3 victims of violence. 3 3

across Mexico. | | ‘ ‘

Food security

Countries of origin

M Honduras Y

W Venezuela S0~ 0/ © 0/

B Cuba L 4 (o] (o]

M El Salvador

: gﬁﬁéfma‘a of people had food security issues in the Have an insufficient food

last week. consumption.

27% reported regularly skipping meals, 11% went entire days without
eating, and 10% had to restrict food from adults to feed their children.

25% consumed one meal only and
4% none the day before the interview

Main reasons to leave the country of origin Main needs now
(More than one option could be selected) (More than one option could be selected)

Main protection incidents in the route before arrival
to Mexico (579 people who suffered protection incidents)

Victimof ~ Feardueto  Lack of Lack of Lack of Food for Shelter Information  Legal  Medicines, Theft Extorsion Phrysical Abduction  Scam
violence violence/ employment/ accessto  access to the family on protection aSSIS?anCE healthcare threator  or . or fraud
insecurity  low income food  medical services and migratory intimidation kidnapping
or medicines alternatives

Source: Mixed Movements Monitoring UNHCR-WFP-UNICEF, 2024 @



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.unhcr.org%2Fen%2Fworking-group%2F475&data=05%7C02%7Cisalom%40iom.int%7C38a63f626e774e2f799c08dd1afcdaee%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C0%7C0%7C638696395481235273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ERC7QSDod5A0%2B5nzbqdwRRyoovjtAxc6zcMb5qauHzE%3D&reserved=0

IBC Human MObIllty (July - September 2024)

Mixed Movements Mexico South Border
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Source: Interactive data dashboard on ‘ Source: Interactive data dashboard on
migrants in transit through the Americas | migrants in transit through the Americas



https://rosanjose.iom.int/es/tablero-interactivo-personas-migrantes-en-transito-por-las-americas
https://rosanjose.iom.int/es/tablero-interactivo-personas-migrantes-en-transito-por-las-americas
https://rosanjose.iom.int/es/tablero-interactivo-personas-migrantes-en-transito-por-las-americas
https://rosanjose.iom.int/es/tablero-interactivo-personas-migrantes-en-transito-por-las-americas
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Mixed Movements Mexico North Border

- Average

= Individuals were [ ) 0Oy Men Countries of
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in Ciudad Juarez and Tijuana between w ..' Were between 26 and mtended deStmatlon
35years old

W United States

July and September 2024. 3
i W México

i 68% Women

Countrie of origin

Source: Ciudad Juarez and Tijuana (2024) Interactive data dashboard on migrants in transit
through the Americas

Main reasons to leave the country of origin

Source: Ciudad Juarez and Tijuana (2024) Interactive data dashboard on migrants in transit through the
Americas

Source: Ciudad Juarez and Tijuana (2024) Interactive data dashboard on migrants in transit through the Americas



https://rosanjose.iom.int/es/tablero-interactivo-personas-migrantes-en-transito-por-las-americas
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Land Border Encounters in Southwest in United States

© 1,247, 987

Encounters at the
Southwestern border of the
United States by September
2024.

@

34% MEXICAN
10% VENEZUELAN
9% GUATEMALAN
8% CUBAN

6% ECUADORIAN
6% COLOMBIAN
6% HONDURAN

Main nationalities from

January to September 2024.

'M 57% M 5%

Were adults Were

travelling alone unaccompanied
and 38% moving children and

in family units. adolescents.

from January to i from January to
September 2024 | September 2024

W 23%

Decrease in the
encounters at the
Southwestern United
States border by
September 2024

in comparison to encoun-
ters by September 2023
(1,756,652).

Main country of origin in United States Southwest land border encounters from

January to September 2024

Source: United States (U.S.) Customs and Border Protection (U.S.) Department of Homeland Security.


https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters
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Returns to Northern Central American countries (El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala)

61% GUATEMALANS Returns by
@ 111 ’ 315 @ 30% HONDURAS W 1_6% destination country

Hondurans, Guatemalans 9% E1 SALVADOR (Jan - Sep 2024)

_ ‘ ) ) Decrease in total 111.315
and Salvadorians returned ! were the countries with returns from January | ’
from the United States, the higher figures of to September 2024
Mexico and other countries returns from January to ! in comparison to the same !
Between January and September 2024. | September 2024. | period in 2023.
Returns from Mexico, United States and other countries, 2019-2024 (January-September) Returns 2022 Returns 2023
(January - (January -
December) December)

61% 58%

(120,243) (88,958)
Men Men

21% 22%

(41,192) (33,109)

Women Women

18% 12%

(35,860) (30,028)
Children and Children and
adolescents adolescents

Source: I0OM, Unidad de informacidn para los paises del norte de Centroamérica Dashboard, 2024.
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